[Effect of corticosteroids, androgens and their metabolites on the activation of lymphoid cells].
The character of hydrocortisone and testosterone, and also of their metabolites (cortisone and 5alpha-dihydrotestosterone) influence on the lymphocyte blasttransformation induced with PHA and various antigens was studied. Testosterone proved to produce a preponderant depressive action on the blasttransformation induced by PHA. On the contrary, hydrocortisone considerably suppressed the blasttransformation to the antigen. The suppressive influence on the blasttransformation to PHA is intensive in case of a simultaneous administration into the culture of the hormonal preparations and mitogen. Transformation of the hormones into metabolites is accompanied by some reduction of their suppressive influence on the blasttransformation. On the whole, blasttransformation to PHA is more resistant to the action of the hormones than that induced with the antigen.